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How To Fight the Climate Crisis & 
Militarism



Climate Crisis & 
Militarism Project’s 

Areas of Focus:

US Military Emissions - Report & Reduce

US Military Budget - Reduce & Redirect

Climate Justice

Peace & Livable Planet
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“I want 
you to 

act as if 
the house 
is on fire, 
because 

it is.”



Three Key Points
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1. The US Military Pollutes – A Lot!
2. The US Military Spends Money -  A Lot!    
3. YOU Can Do Something About It!
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350ppm?



U.S. MILITARY:
Largest Institutional CONSUMER OF OIL / EMITTER OF CO2
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War in Ukraine 
responsible for 150 

million tonnes of CO2 
emissions, experts 

say

• estimates for first 18 months 
of conflict

• 36% for future Reconstruction
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Emissions from 
Israel’s war in 

Gaza have 
‘immense’ effect 

on climate 
catastrophe

First months of 
conflict produced 

more planet-
warming gases than 

the 20 most 
vulnerable nations 

per  year



Impacts of Wars in Ukraine and 
Gaza on Climate Crisis 

• War’s environmental damage & 
emissions

• Increased military spending = 
increased emissions [Dr. Neta 
Crawford]

• Ukraine war hinders “united effort 
to try to deal with the climate 
challenge.” [Climate Envoy Kerry]

• Additional carbon footprint to 
rebuild after war
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War and 
Preparation 
for war is 

TOXIC

There is no such thing 
as a “Green War”

Sergey Bobok/Agence France-Presse — Getty Images



Sources of Military GHG Emissions
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• Military R&D, Production
• Surveillance
• Weapons Testing
• Troop Training
• Base Supply Support, 

Domestic and Overseas
• Clean Up, Reconstruction

• Conventional Wars
• Cyber Wars
• Low-intensity Conflicts
• Weapons Sales & Arms 

Races
• War Games
• Military Contractors
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From The Great White Fleet To the Persian Gulf
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Discretionary 
spending
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$65.98 Billion     $18.1 Million
 
$67.07 Billion     $21.8 Million

$66.61 Billion     $21.1 Million

$39.41 Billion     $23.5 Million

$36.60 Billion     $19.9 Million

The “Big 5” Military Contractors

2022 Military Sales                                        CEO Compensation          
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It’s a Matter of Priorities

A nation that continues year after year to spend more money on 
military defense than on programs of social uplift is approaching 

spiritual death

     Martin Luther King, Jr.
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56% of U.S. 
adults support 

cutting 
Pentagon 
spending



There is a precedent for 
moving money away 

from
militarism and towards 
green jobs - started in 

the post-Cold
War era.
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Practice, Entertainment,
or Pollution?
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No MAS – No Military Air Shows
San Diego, CA

VFP Effort Supported by 24 Local Climate, 
Peace, Social Justice, Faith & Political Groups

http://www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/climatecrisis


www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/climatecrisis



Veterans For Peace Climate Crisis and Militarism Project

No MAS 2024
Date City Event Group

May 18 - 19 Duluth, MN Duluth Air & Aviation Expo AF Thunderbirds

May 22 - 24 Annapolis, MD US Naval Academy Blue Angels

June 8 - 9 St. Louis, MO Spirit of St. Louis Air Show Blue Angels

July 27 - 28 Milwaukee, WI Milwaukee Air & Water Show AF Thunderbirds

Aug 2 - 4 Seattle, WA Seafair 2004 Boeing Air Show Blue Angels

Aug 3 - 4 Brunswick, ME Great State of Maine Air Show AF Thunderbirds

Aug 10 - 11 Chicago, IL Chicago Air & Water Show Blue Angels

Sep 21 -22 Virginia Beach, VA NAS Oceana Air Show Blue Angels

Sep 28 - 29 San Diego, CA MCAS Miramar Air Show Blue Angels

Oct 4 -6 Huntington Beach, CA Pacific Air Show AF Thunderbirds

Oct 11 -13 San Francisco, CA San Francisco Fleet Week Air Show Blue Angels

Nov 1 -2 Pensacola, FL NAS Pensacola - Blue Angels Homecoming Blue Angels
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IMAX Film 
Coming Mid-May
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”Demilitarize 
SeaFair”

Seattle, WA
August 2023
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What Can You Do?

• Educate yourself 
and others

• Join the No MAS 
Campaign
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We are stronger together
let’s align our priorities to benefit people

 

Thank You!

Visit www.veteransforpeace.org/take-action/climatecrisis to learn more!
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